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ST ANDREW’S HOSTEL, KATANNING — BLAXELL REPORT — VICTIM PAYMENTS 
519. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Can the Premier clarify that the Commissioner for Children and Young People 
in her new role as the one-stop shop for complaints of child abuse will receive complaints from all public sector 
agencies and contracted agencies, and not just in relation to hostels? 

The SPEAKER: Before the Premier answers, with the greatest of respect—I appreciate your involvement and 
your true belief in what you are doing, member for Albany—it is a very different and separate question from the 
one that you originally asked. I just provide that information to the house. I am in no way going to instruct the 
Premier to not answer it; I just provide that information to the house. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
A number of different agencies within government can receive complaints of abuse—the Department for Child 
Protection, the police, the Department of Education and so on. It is clear from the Blaxell inquiry that victims 
may be hesitant to come forward, maybe because of the nature of the abuse. They may be hesitant to go to the 
police or child protection. There may be a history there; there may be uncertainty or fears. Those other agencies 
will continue to receive complaints relating to the abuse of children. What we will do in addition is say that there 
will be legislative change that will mean that children, or former children, can also go to the children’s 
commissioner, which may be seen as a more child-friendly, more neutral and perhaps less threating avenue. So, 
it is not the sole avenue. Indeed, those complaints of abuse that might go to the children’s commissioner could 
come from anywhere. They are not restricted in any way to former residents of hostels. 
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